
 

 

ARMADILLO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

INCIDENT/OFFENSE REPORT 

AGENCY NAME:    ARMADILLO POLICE DEPARTMENT DATE:   JUNE 16, 2015        17:32 

OFFICER:  KIMBERLY CLARK NARRATIVE DATE:  06/16/15   23:05 

NARRATIVE: 
On June 16, 2015 at about 17:32 I was dispatched to Armadillo Elevator Company, 600 South 
Czimskey Street, Armadillo to assist Armadillo EMT with an unresponsive male identified as William T. 
“Rocky” Rhodes.  Upon arrival I observed a male subject lying on his back, partially under a rail car.  I 
observed someone had already started CPR.  I assisted EMT with CPR until they loaded Mr. Rhodes 
into the ambulance.  Through more investigation, I made contact with an eye-witness, Chris Kitchel.  
Kitchel is owner of the premises, Armadillo Elevator Company.  Kitchel stated that the deceased was 
observed standing on rail car UP93022 taking grain samples.  Deceased had a 10 foot long brass grain 
probe in his hand and upon raising the probe from the car it contacted the north phase of the power 
line above him. Sparks were observed flying from the brass probe and the deceased fell to the ground.  
Kitchel stated that the deceased was then found laying on his back partially under the rail car in 
question. Kitchel reported that nothing had been moved at the scene or removed from the body 
before transport to the hospital. Kitchel stated that the power line was relatively new on the premises 
and was only used to provide electricity to pumps in a liquid fertilizer tank, and was used maybe 1 
time every 2 months. Kitchel stated that Big State Power Company, the owner of the line, had been 
asked to put a disconnect on the power line so that it could be de-energized when not in use, but the 
cost was going to be prohibitive, so no disconnect was installed. 
 
I measured the distance from the track to the top of the walkway on rail car UP93022 and found it to 
be 15.0 feet.  A representative of Big State Power Company, one Mike Gershon, arrived at the scene 
and stated that it was just a matter of time before someone got into the power line above those cars.  
At my request, Gershon measured the distance from the top of the track to the north phase of the 
power line and reported that the distance was 24 feet 2 inches.  He was unable to state what the 
required height of the line should be. 
 
The brass probe and two grain sample bags were taken as evidence. Personal effects were released to 
deceased person’s wife. 
 
****NOTHING BELOW THIS LINE**** 

EXHIBIT 1 
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No.     9918AUSTIN GRAIN SAMPLING COMPANY, INC.

CUSTOMER

Inspected

Sampled

Identification Location Grain MR

TEMP

MOISTURE

%

Dockage

Test Wt. Damage FM S&B Protein Defects

Avg. Depth Sampled Seal Removed Seal Applied Grams/Sample

Sampler Inspector

NOTES

CERTIFICATE

ARMADILLO GRAIN COMPANY06/17/15

UP93022 ARMADILLO GRAIN WHT

09.5

RHODES/McCARTHY

61 NONE NONE

N/A

8' 54351 91487

Original sample discarded.  Resampled after moving car 10 feet north following incident on 6/16/15.

EXHIBIT 2
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P

P

P

P

P

180
1293.38
TOE

181
1293.27
TOE 182

1295.06
183
1295.96

184
1296.52
185
1296.13
186
1296.13 187188189

467'

RAILROAD SIDING OF INTEREST

RAILROAD SIDING

RAILROAD SIDING

RAILROAD MAINLINE

TRANSFORMER
POLE

TRANSFORMER
POLE

ELEVATED OFFICE
(SHIPPING CONTAINER)
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BIG STATE POWER COMPANY 

INCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT 

 
DATE:  June 19, 2015 
LOCATION:   600 South Czimskey Street, Armadillo 
LINE:       Distribution Segment D34 
 
INVESTIGATION:   A line crew was dispatched to the above location to assist Armadillo PD in its 
investigation of an accident that occurred 06/16/15 involving a contact with the above 7,620 volt phase 
to ground distribution line, specifically to measure the height of the north phase conductor above the 
west spur track belonging to Pretorius Railway and Brew Company, on the premises of Armadillo Grain 
Company.  The conductor in question was part of a 3 phase service built in a horizontal configuration 
with the neutral acting as a shield above the phases.  The take off point of the line is a pole with 3 
transformers on the east side of the east spur, and the terminal point is a pole west of the main tracks 
and adjacent to a fertilizer tank. 
 
Construction date:  April 12, 2010 
 
Height of east (take off) point pole:  26’3” 
Height of west (terminal) pole: 35’6” 
Height of north conductor over west spur track:  24’2” 

 
Entered on MobilNet from Unit 254 by Lev Davidovich Bronshtein, Investigator 
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Austin Grain Sampling Company 

 
To: All Contract Samplers 
 
Date:  August 18, 2003 
 
Subject: Sampling Procedures and Safety Rules 
 
 

Preparing OSR Reports and Sampling Tickets: 
 

1.  Be sure to obtain an accurate list of car initials and numbers of cars to be sampled; 
listing each one on the OSR report; giving one copy to the shipper: keeping one copy for your 
billing file; placing 2 copies in the top of one of the mesh bags containing samples for that 
shipper. 

2. When filling out tbc Pink Ticket that goes in the top of the sample bag; be sure to double 
check the car initial and number; assuring that we have the right sample for each car. 
Errors cause delays in furnishing shippers with Inspection Certificates and can cause 
problems!! 

3.  When you are picking up samples for each car to put into mesh bags; be sure to count the 
number of samples to be sure you send all of them to us.  If you fail to send us all of the 
samples; it can cause the shipper to miss a sale and possibly cause us to lose a cu$tomer! 
 

Sampling the Hopper car: 
 

l. Be sure to protect your grain probe from adverse weather conditions by carrying it inside of 
plastic tube which will also help keep it from being dented or bent. 

2.  Periodically you should remove the inner part of the probe and wipe it with a dry cloth; and at 
the same time carefully clean out any accumulation of dirt/dust from inside the tip of the outer 
tube. Be sure to take good care of the probe as it cost approxi

EXHIBIT 11a

tely $400. 
3. You must take one probe sample of grain from each compartment of the cars!! The depth that you 

probe the ear should be recorded in the appropriate place on the ticket and you should probe 
it as deep as reasonably possible, i.e. preferably 8' to 9' to give a good representative sample. 

4. After the probe has been inserted to the proper depth, open the probe until it fills with grain, then 
close the probe; remove it from the loaded car and place into the plastic bag which is inside the 
canvas bag. Then place the ticket in the top of the plastic bag and apply a bag-tie closing the 
canvass bag tight with the draw string. 

5.  You should attach a TAG to each mesh bag with the shippers name on it!!! 
 

Safety Rules: 
 

1. You should observe good safety practices at all times; do not take any chances; and  if you 
incur injury please be sure to report it to us by phone and confirm it in writing; giving us 
derailed information: where, when, how. 

2.  Always wear shoes or work boots which have rubber type soles and heels, to avoid slipping. 
3.  Always have both hands free when climbing or descending the ladders on rail cars. 
4. If the cover doors on the hopper cars are heavy metal, ask the elevator for assistance in 

Opening and closing them. 
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ARMADILLO ELEVATOR COMPANY CERTIFIED WEIGHT CERTIFICATE 

DATE:  06/16/2015    15:32:12    TICKET NO:   347 
 
ORDER TYPE:  Ship  COMMODITY:  Hard Red Winter Wheat 
 
CAR NO:   UP93022  NET WEIGHT:  227,364 lb 
 
This certifies that lot or parcel as specified below was weighed under the supervision 
of Grain Exchange at: 
Armadillo Elevator Company 
600 S. Czimskey Street 
Armadillo, LS  75214 
 
I hereby certify that I am a licensed and sworn weigher, than on the above place the 
above lots or parcels of grain, this net weight including dockage, if any, of such grain is 
that stated above.   
WEIGHMASTER:  /s/ JOHN W. ELLIS 

EXHIBIT 14
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ARMADILLO ELEVATOR COMPANY CERTIFIED WEIGHT CERTIFICATE 

DATE:  06/16/2015    15:55:52    TICKET NO:   348 
 
ORDER TYPE:  Ship  COMMODITY:  Hard Red Winter Wheat 
 
CAR NO:   UP83484  NET WEIGHT:  219,956 lb 
 
This certifies that lot or parcel as specified below was weighed under the supervision 
of Grain Exchange at: 
Armadillo Elevator Company 
600 S. Czimskey Street 
Armadillo, LS  75214 
 
I hereby certify that I am a licensed and sworn weigher, than on the above place the 
above lots or parcels of grain, this net weight including dockage, if any, of such grain is 
that stated above.   
WEIGHMASTER:  /s/ JOHN W. ELLIS 

EXHIBIT 15
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