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UNM Natural Resources Law Faculty Welcome 22nd

Natural Resources L.aw Teachers Institute To

Albuquerque

Participants in Natural Resources Law Teachers Institute visit Sky City on
Pueblo of Acoma. May 27, 2026.

The Natural Resources and Environmental Law faculty of UNM School of
Law helped welcome the 22nd Natural Resources Law Teachers Institute
(NRLTI) to Albuguerque, New Mexico, May 27-29, 2026. The biennial
conference, sponsored by the Foundation for Natural Resources and Energy
Law (FNREL), brought together more than 84 natural resources and
environmental law scholars and practitioners from across the country to
present cutting-edge scholarship and engage in field experiences.

The conference was hosted at the historic Hotel Andaluz in downtown
Albuquerque, included on the National Register of Historic Places. In
welcoming remarks, UNM Professor Cliff Villa provided a brief history of

Indigenous and Hispanic settlement in the area that became the City of
Albuquerque—history that involved his own family as heirs to the Atrisco
Land Grant from 1692.

Scholarly presentations included a panel on Water Resources Management
in the Western United States featuring UNM Law Professor Warigia Bowman
as a panel speaker and UNM Professor Cliff Villa as session moderator. Field
excursions organized by UNM law faculty included a visit to the Pueblo of
Acoma, including a tour of the mesa known as “Sky City,” a walk through the
bosque forest along the Rio Grande, a stand-up paddleboard option on



Cochiti Lake, and an optional early-morning hike within the Petroglyph
National Monument.

UNM School of Law Hosts Shared Terrain: Art, Law,

and Ecology Symposium

On April 3, 2026, the UNM School of Law welcomed scholars, artists, advocates,
and community leaders for the symposium Shared Terrain: Art, Law, and Ecology.
The symposium was organized by Professor Cliff Villa, Director of the Natural
Resources and Environmental Law Program, with support from School of Law
students, staff, faculty, and administration.

R

Professor Rebecca Bratspies at Shared Terrain: Art, Law, and Ecology
symposium presents on use of comics books for teaching principles of
environmental justice. April 3, 2026.

UNM President Garnett Stokes addresses symposium during evening
reception. April 3, 2026.

The event examined how art can serve as a powerful tool for advocacy in
protecting both communities and the environment. It brought together voices
from across the University of New Mexico and the broader community to
explore the intersection of creativity, policy, and environmental justice.
Through presentations and discussion, speakers highlighted the role of



artistic expression in shaping public understanding, inspiring action, and
advancing solutions to shared environmental challenges.

Event speakers and presenters included Garnett Stokes, UNM President;
Barbara Rodriguez, UNM Provost; Harris Smith, Dean of the UNM College of
Fine Arts; Rebecca Bratspies, Professor of Law, Tulane University; Basia
Irland, Professor Emerita of UNM Department of Art; Shayla Blatchford,
photographer; Terry Brunner, Director of the Albuquerque Metropolitan
Redevelopment Agency; Paul Fehlau, Managing Principal of the Predock
architecture firm; Mallery Quetawki, Pueblo of Zuni artist; and Nichole
Rogers, Albuquerque City Council. The event inspired calls for further
opportunities to explore the synergies of art, law, and ecology, suggesting the
potential for cross-disciplinary curricula or programming in the future.

Clinic Students Assist Communities Impacted by Fires in

Northern New Mexico

UNM Natural Resources and Environmental Law clinic students with Prof.
Villa at Morphy Lake, Mora County, New Mexico. April 16, 2026.

In the Spring 2026 semester, students in the UNM Natural Resources and
Environmental Law clinic section assisted clients concerned with continuing
impacts from the devastating Hermit's Peak/Calf Canyon Fire in northern
New Mexico in 2022. Continuing concerns include the possibility of
groundwater contamination from fire retardants and preparedness for future
fires or the flooding that inevitably follows. At the end of the semester in clinic,
students traveled to the local community to present findings in person and to



visit impacted areas, receiving a tour from the local volunteer fire
department.

Foundation for Natural Resources and Energy Law Awards

Multiple Scholarships to Students from UNM School of Law

In May, the Foundation for Natural Resources and Energy Law (FNREL)
awarded five students at UNM School of Law scholarships for law school
tuition as well as travel and participation in FNREL conferences. The
scholarships may enable the five students to attend the FNREL Annual
Institute in Seattle in July 2026, or attend Special Institutes later in the year,
providing exceptional opportunities for the students to network with
practitioners in the field of natural resources and environmental law. The five
scholarship recipients from UNM were selected from a pool of more than 90
applicants, a testament to the competitiveness of students from UNM School
of Law.

FNREL Annual Institute

UNM Student-Scholars Place Environmental Publications

Around the Country

UNM student-scholars continue to produce extraordinary works of
scholarship that find ready acceptance for publication by journals around the
country. For her Climate Change seminar with Professor Gabe Pacyniak,
student Rachel Swanteson-Franz (graduating at the top of her Class of
2026), wrote a paper entitled, Worker and Community Strong: Labor and
Community Tools for New Mexico’s Clean Energy Sector, which was
accepted for publication by UC Berkeley’'s Ecology Law Quarterly. For her
Environmental Justice seminar with Professor CIliff Villa, Class of 2026
student Taylor Black wrote a paper, Reservation Dogs & Roaming Horses on
the Navajo Nation: Environmental Justice for People, Tribes, & Animals,
which will be published as a co-authored article with Class of 2026 student
Tyanne Benallie in the Vermont Journal of Environmental Law. In the same
seminar on Environmental Justice, Class of 2026 student Jimmy Herndon
wrote an extraordinary paper uniting interests in environmental justice and
space law. Entitled From the Flowing Tides to the Celestial Aether—
Environmental Justice in the Final Frontier: Applying Earth-Based Principles
to the Governance of Space Pollution, Herndon’s paper will be published in
Volume 16 of the University of Washington’s Journal of Social &
Environmental Justice.


https://www.fnrel.org/
https://www.fnrel.org/

UNM Law Class of 2026 Earn's Baker's Dozen of NREL

Certificates

In May 2026, the UNM School of Law once again produced a strong cohort of
students completing the program in Natural Resources and Environmental
Law, with thirteen students graduating with the NREL Certificate. This same
extraordinary cohort also included three students who earned UNM'’s
certificate in Indian law as well as the President of the Student Bar
Association and the student who finished at the very top of the law school
class. To earn the certificate in Natural Resources and Environmental Law,
students must take at least 21 credit hours in qualifying courses, including
core and elective courses. Many students earned more than 30 NREL credits,
including participation in the NREL clinic section, as editorial staff on the
Natural Resources Journal, and through externships and other experiential
learning opportunities.

UNM Natural Resources and Environmental Law certificate students with
Professors Warigia Bowman, Nadine Padilla, Cliff Villa, and Jennifer
Laws. May 14, 2026.

NREL Alumni Spotlight: Morgan Sipple



Morgan Sipple (née Johnson), UNMSOL Class of 2020, is currently the
Director of Energy Policy for the Data Center Coalition (DCC), the trade
association for the US data center industry—representing a broad array of
data center owners, operators and large-scale users of data center
infrastructure. Morgan leads the Coalition’s engagement in energy
proceedings at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and in
regional transmission organization (RTO) stakeholder processes. Prior to her
time at the Data Center Coalition, Morgan was a Senior Staff Attorney for the
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and its Sustainable FERC
Project in Washington, D.C., where she successfully advocated for clean
energy policy priorities across the federal government at FERC, the U.S.
Department of Energy, and the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Most
recently, Morgan reports claiming “the best title I've ever had” as a new Mom,
with Morgan and her husband Charles welcoming daughter Sadie on
Christmas Eve

Faculty Publications, Presentations, and Service

Prof. Cliff Villa was delighted to see the fourth edition of his co-authored
textbook, Environmental Justice: Law, Policy & Regulation, released by
Carolina Academic Press in January. In December, Cliff gave a keynote
presentation, Environmental Justice and Bridges to the Future, for a local
environmental organization in Birmingham, Alabama. In January, he
participated in a webinar, Federal Environmental Justice: Challenges and
Future Pathways, sponsored by ABA Section of Civil Rights and Social
Justice. In February, he visited the University of Wisconsin-Madison, to give a
Weston Roundtable Lecture, Environmental Justice: Past, Present, and



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrdc.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-07%2FHealth-Gulf-v-FERC-Opinion.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cvilla%40law.unm.edu%7Cc330c935aaf84df5fdfa08dea237eacf%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639126558387436656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zzfsWiGboh01DzvsibqJpWaFqGvg6HPgUknigTzGjAM%3D&reserved=0
https://cap-press.com/books/isbn/9781531012380/Environmental-Justice-Third-Edition?srsltid=AfmBOoo-RfpaEaeKmvw9p1HTfVYhvFkf6TBknWD4k11vtsYKawssMGRm

(Near) Future. In March, he gave a keynote presentation at the 44" annual
Public Interest Environmental Law Conference at the University of Oregon in
Eugene, delivering a presentation entitled, Beavers, Owls, Wolverines, and
Wild Rice: Environmental Justice Meets Ecology of Kinship. Also in March, a
podcast interview with Cliff, in the Western Environmental Law Center series
Stories of Kinship, was released and made available for download here. On
April 3, CIliff hosted a symposium at the UNM School of Law, Shared
Terrain: Art, Law, and Ecology. In April, Cliff was also announced as one of
two law professors nationwide elected to the prestigious American College
of Environmental Lawyers. For the ABA Real Property, Trust and Estate
Law Section, Cliff moderated a webinar entitled, Disaster Response, Part
I: Undercutting FEMA and the Future of Federal Disaster Relief. In the Spring,
Cliff finished an article, Trial By Fire: Disaster Justice and Lessons Learned,
66 Natural Resources J. 214 (2026). CIliff also continues to serve on the
Board of Directors for the Western Environmental Law Center.

Prof. Warigia Bowman continues to serve as an appointed member of the
Water Protection Advisory Board (WPAB), which was established by joint
ordinance of the Water Authority, the City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo
County. The WPAB consists of nine members, two of whom are appointed by
the Water Authority, three of whom are appointed by the Mayor with the
advice and consent of the City Council, and three of whom are appointed by
the County Commission. In this position, Prof. Bowman advises the Water
Authority, the City and the County on surface and groundwater protection
concerns, and advocates for effective protection of surface and groundwater
quality. In her role as an elected APS Board of Education Member, Prof.
Bowman serves on the Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG)
Metropolitan Transportation Board. She is also volunteering on the MRCOG
Water Resources Board. The Water Resources Board is a multi-
governmental forum to coordinate water programs, conduct regional water
planning, and to help resolve water management problems at local, regional,
and state government levels. On May 27, 2026, Professor Bowman served as
a speaker on a panel entitled “Water Resources Management in the Western
United States” at the Natural Resources Law Teachers Institute, held in
Albuquerque, NM. Her remarks focused on the Uncertain Future of the Rio
Grande. Professor Bowman continues to work with her former research
assistant, Taylor Black, who will be clerking on the New Mexico Court of
Appeals, on a law review article entitled Saving the Rio Grande: Water
Management in an Era of Megadrought. Professor Bowman serves as the
faculty advisor to the well-regarded Natural Resources Journal at the UNM
School of Law.

Prof. Nadine Padilla has a work in progress titled, Protecting Tribal Waters
Post-Sackett. This Article argues that amid the ongoing water crisis and the
Supreme Court’s opinion in Sackett v. EPA, tribes are poised to exercise their
sovereignty in protecting tribal waters. Following Sackett, tribes and states
have clamored to fill this regulatory gap with local solutions. This Article
examines the history leading up to Sackett, the resulting narrowed scope of
the Clean Water Act, discusses strategies that tribal nations have historically
used to protect their waters, and makes recommendations for tribes moving
forward in this new regulatory landscape. Nadine also has a work in progress,
Tribal Environmental, Energy, Water, and Land Rights, that will be published
this October in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Indigenous Studies.


https://storiesofkinship.substack.com/p/ep-7-environmental-justice-for-all?utm_source=podcast-email&publication_id=4036587&post_id=189708909&utm_campaign=email-play-on-substack&utm_content=listen_now_button&r=29cr8&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://westernlaw.org/

This summer, Nadine will host 30 Native American high school students at
the law school to discuss pathways to law for students interested in legal
careers. Nadine also now serves as the Chief Justice for the Pueblo of Isleta
Appellate Court.

After being promoted to full Professor with tenure last summer, Professor
Elia has been enjoying a sabbatical this academic year in Tarragona, Spain.
On sabbatical, she has been studying Spanish, Economics, and Land Use.
As the Chair of the ABA Real Property, Trusts & Estates Section’s Joint Legal
Education and Uniform Laws Group, she has continued to co-produce the
free monthly “Professors’ Corner” webinar, including a two-part series on
disaster response that can be found here. Professor Elia looks forward to
returning to campus this fall.

Prof. Gabe Pacyniak is wrapping up a sabbatical year researching the
European Union's Just Transition Mechanism, focusing on case studies in
Poland, Spain, and Denmark. He presented his work in progress this year at
the Universidad de Rovira y Virgili (where he was a visiting scholar),
Universidad de A Coruiia, AGH University of Krakow, and Adam Miczkiewicz
University. He also presented an overview on U.S. climate change law and
policy to the Polish Institute of Environmental Research. He recently
published a blog_post with the Environmental Law Collaborative highlighting
the "thin silver lining" of how New Mexico has taken state action to gap-fill
federal rescissions that is more protective or innovative than the federal
policy it is replacing. This year, Gabe joined the board of the New Mexico
Climate Investment Center, New Mexico's green bank, and his 2020 article
on rural electricity cooperatives, Greening_the Old New Deal, 85 Mo. L. Rev.
409 (2020), was cited by the Texas Supreme Court in the dissent in
Boerschig v. Rio Grande Elec. Coop., Inc., No. 24-0213, 2026 WL 1468464
(Tex. May 22, 2026).

Prof. Jennifer Laws served as faculty advisor for the student
Environmental Law Society for 2025-26, supporting the annual ELS Fall
and Spring Mixers in addition to the highly competitive annual ping-pong
tournament. During Love Data Week 2026, she collaborated with colleagues
from UNM University Libraries and the UNM Health Sciences Library to raise
awareness about the loss of federal data since January 2025. The week
culminated with “Data Rescue & Data Justice” on Feb. 13, a panel that
included Prof. CIliff Villa discussing the critical role of public data in
environmental justice. On March 27, Jen presented Managing Uncertainty
Through Collaboration: A Case Study of GenAl Use Policymaking in a Legal
Research Classroom at the 2026 annual meeting of the Southwestern
Association of Law Libraries, with a focus on the unresolved environmental
justice issues surrounding Al use in legal research, legal teaching, and law
practice. Jen taught Applied Legal Research with an NREL focus during the
Spring 2026 semester and will do so again in Fall 2026.

Utton Center attorney Rin Tara and Utton Center Writer-in-Residence John
Fleck continue to produce episodes of the Center’'s Water Matters! podcast,
including episodes on the Texas v. New Mexico settlement and aquifer
mapping. In February, the Utton Center gave a CLE on the environmental
consequences of Al, moderated by Rin Tara. Earlier this semester, Rin
published an article on the Rio Grande silvery minnow in the UCLA Journal



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americanbar.org%2Fgroups%2Freal_property_trust_estate%2Fabout%2Fcommittees%2Flegal-education-uniform-laws%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crtenorio1%40unm.edu%7C218e55f9f7bd4987a76c08dec32f757d%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639162805751287450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bx4l%2Fqa11UfxghkLb18w%2BnoUAREF0KuObN9J17FnWgQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elr.info%2Farticles%2Felr-articles%2Fblue-sky-thinking-red-sky-world&data=05%7C02%7Cvilla%40law.unm.edu%7C8a4d34964d0048d3819808deb5a4ac1f%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639147916031449014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1gVB%2BNAP7yrVveu%2Bz31aMNJaCTuxVcoJTQw6ABSbwow%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elr.info%2Farticles%2Felr-articles%2Fblue-sky-thinking-red-sky-world&data=05%7C02%7Cvilla%40law.unm.edu%7C8a4d34964d0048d3819808deb5a4ac1f%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639147916031477236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=adoWjVcmHjjMHI9K0rPbs8dmIceH9HmptzSJNxQdTOk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmclimateinvestmentcenter.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvilla%40law.unm.edu%7C8a4d34964d0048d3819808deb5a4ac1f%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639147916031498539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s224Vw0BweN3TzS8jg1R3KHmSBS72ScqTTz3Dh9M15I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmclimateinvestmentcenter.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvilla%40law.unm.edu%7C8a4d34964d0048d3819808deb5a4ac1f%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639147916031498539%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s224Vw0BweN3TzS8jg1R3KHmSBS72ScqTTz3Dh9M15I%3D&reserved=0
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law_facultyscholarship/807/
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6481b6z1

of Environmental Law and Policy. In March, Rin, John, and other members of
the Traveling Wilburys Colorado River research team published a white
paper on Mexico's apportionment of the Colorado River. Early in March, Rin
moderated a panel on the drying of the Rio Grande for the Land and Water
Summit, and in April, Rin spoke on a panel about western water rights for
The Western Planner. Finally, Rin (will have) published a brief opinion on
applying an international perspective gained at the most recent CITES CoP20
to local water issues in the summer issue of the Natural Resources Journal.

About the UNM Natural Resources and Environmental

Law Program

New Mexico is a place with a stunning variety of scenic beauty and natural
and cultural resources, which makes it an ideal backdrop for the study of
natural resources and environmental law and policy on a national scale. UNM
Law’s Natural Resources and Environmental Law (NREL)_program offers
students a robust variety of experiences, including a full range of courses in
the field, the NREL certificate program, the NREL clinic, the Natural
Resources Journal (the oldest U.S. law review in the field), the Utton
Transboundary Resource Center (a research center dedicated to natural
resources and environmental issues), an externship program, and the
Environmental Law Society. Students can also earn a dual degree in law
and water resources and earn dual certificates in Indian Law as well as
Natural Resources and Environmental Law.

006

University of New Mexico School of Law | MSC11-6070 1 University of New Mexico | Albuquerque, NM
87131 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email & social marketing for freel


https://pagosadailypost.com/2025/10/09/big-pivots-interview-with-the-traveling-wilburys-of-the-colorado-river-part-one/
https://uttoncenter.unm.edu/resources/publications/rethinking-how-the-united-states-and-mexico-share-the-colorado-river.pdf
https://uttoncenter.unm.edu/resources/publications/rethinking-how-the-united-states-and-mexico-share-the-colorado-river.pdf
https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/index.php/2026-agenda/
https://www.westernplanner.org/wmrs-schedule
http://lawschool.unm.edu/natres-envlaw/index.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/natres-envlaw/courses.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/natres-envlaw/certificate/index.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/clinic/sections/natural-resources-and-environmental-law-clinic.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/nrj/index.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/nrj/index.html
http://uttoncenter.unm.edu/index.html
http://uttoncenter.unm.edu/index.html
http://lawschool.unm.edu/students/organizations/els/index.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=035db0fd-c514-403d-946a-fc766107228f
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=035db0fd-c514-403d-946a-fc766107228f

